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Mroclamation 


S: celebration of the seventeenth anniversary of 
the liberation of the Planet Earth by His 

Excellency, Mordru the Great, and of the tri- 
umph of magic over the demon-spawned science: 

The 29th day of November, in the year 2994, 
has been declared a Free Day throughout the Planet 
Earth. By the grace of the Lord Emperor, all sched- 
uled executions are that day suspended, laborers are 
to work a half-day only, and the global curfew is to be 
extended to Eight O'Clock in the evening, local time. 

All are encouraged to rejoice and give thanks at 
our great fortune, to be so wisely and benevolently 
ruled. Tribute must be delivered to the District 
Sovereign by Twelve Noon, local time. 

All restrictions on the working of magic by other 
than First Citizens will remain strictly enforced. 


7 a OY WHOS TO SAY THE NEXT 
CONTACT MIGHT NOT BE 


Wa SEVENTEEN YEARS. ITS REALLY Sie aE 
9 BEEN SEVENTEEN YEARS. * \ 
LANA hy - THE LAST ONE? 
és f= . us A : ” 


4A SOMEDAY I'VE GOT TO } 
GIVE THIS WA I'VE HAV NO ESPECIALLY THE NEXT 
BUSINESS SURVIVING JAS. CONTACT. MY GOD, ONE 
OF MORDRUS OWN HARLOTS! 


VIDAR BETTER KNOW Pe anon | RY UNLESS THIS TIME, WE CAN |g 
4 WHAT HES DOING. i | GOT Fe iy GO SOMETHING ABOUT IT. 
. ne g ‘ - a 4 ' 


OR I'LL END UP 
LIKE THE REST.,, 


; AFTER THE FREE DAy, 
HE'LL BE GONE TOO. 
- { 
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GAVRIL, CELESTE, IVES, 
| JACQUES... VOUGLAS..,, é \ 
ALL OF THEM GONE. } E 


abi nttia bs é , 

WHO AM I KIDPING2 Paes Rel ANYONE WHO FIGHTS 
x WF Bi) MORDRU BECAUSE THEY 

be : Sate S| THINK THEY CAN W/V 


IS A FOOL. 


YOU FIGHT MORPRU 
BECAUSE YOU HAVE TO. 


oe §F 


~ 


7 WELL, IFIMONEOF  ~\ 
{ 7HEM, YOU'RE ALREADY \ 
DEAD NO MATTER WHAT. _/ 


DELIVERED TO THEM THE MERCANTILE 
POWER OF THE DURLAN KNIGHT. 


",ANI? OF THE HOLY 
\_GHOST, AMEN... 


(y 


(OU'RE NOT 
FOXMOOR. WHERES 
FOXMOOR? 


“THEY GOT HIM. 
I'M ANDREW NOLAN. 
YOU DEAL WITH ME 


YOU MIGHT AS WELL TRUST ME. Jt 


‘Aas 
7” ACOUPLE MORETALES FKOMN 
THAT OTHER WORLD. TNE | 
COMMITTED THEM TO MEMORY. 1 

~ 


== <— 
ONE OF THEM, I THINK, ™ 
“1 PROVIDES A CRITICAL LINK. \ 


o 2 c nen], 

I THINK YOU'D BETTER 

START FROM THE BEGINNING. 

TELL ME IN A/S WORDS... } 
‘i Ris 


HIS CRUCIAL ROLE IN CREATING } ea Sse 
THE TEAM THAT BROUGHT =; 


ONLY MORORL/ | 


N 
ANOTHER TIME. 
ANOTHER EXISTENCE. | CAN NOW SEE. 4 


ZEN 


* Fikct a 

i DATIME THAT we 
SAWOF FREEDOMS 
THAT DION'T DIE. 


EARTH'S DARKEST 
HOUR. His MISSION 
MOST MONSTROUS 
OUR SUN TO DEVOUR. 
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Rte 
THE KNIGHKSOF TRE SO, |}. a eis 
LINDER THE SIGH OF THE 4 
seoos'gainae chef < | fl @2  clm SZ SCOE To nesciow even, 
DEATH-CLOUD SO CRUEL, ONE KNIGHT, WHOSE FACE pales Sopeaees poles See 
WAS KEPT HIDDEN FROM ALL, u RGR 
WITH COURAGE OF IRON DID FIRE AT THE COST OF a LIFE. 


ENTER DEATH'S Maw, 


ae | ABOVE TRE SWEET 
| WORLD (WHO SURVIVED 
Om | CHAT DARK Day. N 


Sane 
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THE SACRIFICE WAS 
AIS, THE KNIGHT WITH 
J] No Face. THE FIRE’S 
1] AWFUL GLOW FILLED 
THE GREAT SILENT 
PLace. 
te 
Ra 
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WH, THE SECOND TALE 

GOT MORE INTO HOW THIS 

PLIPPET-GLY WAS ABLETO 
STOP MORDRUG RISE. 


ALL RIGHT, NOLAN. I DON'T 
NEEO IT WORP FOR WORZ.., 


IN WHATEVER 
SUMMARIZE, THAT WEIRD ‘OTHER 
PLEASE. 4 


r SHE WAS RIGHT. % 
THIS COULD BE VERY 
IMPORTANT. 


SOMEHOW THIS DURLAN PLAYED A 
KEY LOCE IN FORMING THE 
TEAM THAT OUTWITTED AND 

OUTFOUGA/7T MORDRU. 


NOT TO MENTION THE 
PUPPET-MAGTERHIMSELFE. YO 
MORDRUS NAME IS ALL OVER THIS. 
IF THEY CATCH YOU WITH THIS STUFF, 
YOU'RE DEAR AND FOR WHATZ, 


GOOP GOP, VIDAR! 
YOU'RE WRITING ALL 
THIS DOWN2/ 


THIS 
FANTASY, 
OF yours! 


JUST MAY BRING DOWN 


\ 
HE DELIVERED A 
SHAPE-SHIFTER TO THOSE 
"KNIGHTS OF THE THIRTY” 
HAP SOMETHING TO POWITH 

“MERCANTILE POWER, " 

LEADERSHIP ORGANI- 


STARTING TO FIT INTO 
PLACE! THE MYTHS, 
THE RHYMES... 


XS 


P/ THERES DEFINITELY 
AN INTERNAL CONSISTENCY 
BUILDING HERE..,, 


| 
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DO ME A FAVOR, VIDAR. L 

GOT A WIFE AND KIDS. YOu 
WANT TO K/LL YOURSELF, 
TRY NOT TOTAKE ME 


THIS ” FANTASY” » 


THE EMPEROR. 


a 


ITS SO BEAUTIFUL 


\ AY ee a 4 ] 

AHHHH! IT FEELS S50 GOO 

TO BREATHE IN THAT CRISP, 
CLEAR AIR! 


I SUPPOSE ITS 
TIME TO GET READY 
FOR TODAYS CEREMO- 

NIES ANYWAY! 


WAITING IN YOUR 
CHAMBERS... 


S@ STILL ANP QUIET. 


EARTH IS 7RULY ONE OF 
MORPRU'S MOST 
BEAUTIFUL WORLES. 


MISTRESS 
GLORITH. 


WELCOME BACK, 
MANO. DIP YOU HAVE 
Z FUN ON LALLOR? 


| BY THE ENCHANTRESS/ 
THERES NOTHING AS BEAUTIFUL 
A FRESH BLANKET OF SNOW. }- 
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{BEGGING YOUR PARDON, MADAME 
FIRST-WIFE, BUT MANO HAS 


_ RETURNED, 


2 Sigh!= 
IT NEVER ENDS, 


DIP ULTIMATELY 
DISPOSE OF THE REBEL 
BASE THERE. 


YOU DIDN'T DAMAGE THATCUTE ) | 


ONE WITH THE REP HAIR, DIV 


00 YOU LIKE IT? THATS 
ANOTHER ONE OF MORDRUS 
RIDICULOUS GIFTS. 


l MORDRU WILL BE -- 


MMMMM--$O PLEASED. 


Y WE MET GREAT 
RESISTANCE. 


PRESUMED DEAS, I'M 
AFRAID. APPARENTLY WENT 
UP WITH THE BASE. 


HONESTLY, SOMETIMES 
A IDON'T KNOW WHAT 
~\\ GOES THROUGH THAT 
MAN'S HEAD. 


AY WELL, 
THE RECE: 
aks wn 


THE NATIVES HADALIGNED WITH THE ) 
WINATHIAN CLAN THAT HURLS 4 
LIGHTNING. 


NO SIGN ANY OF THE 
PARANORMALS SURVIVED 
THE BLAST. 


10 LIKE YOU TO PUT UNDER 
GURVEILLANCE é 


I MUST BEA LUNATIC. 


I'VE GOT TO BE CRAZY. 


NEITHEK MORORU NOZ THE 
PUPPET MASTER EVER ACHIEVES 
TOTAL POWER... 


i “ei 2k me 
IF THE PUPPET MASTER'S 
MANIPULATIONS COULD 
BE RESTORED,,, 


ONE TIME LINE . 
HISTORY THE WAY 
WE KNOW IT. 
MORDRU RULES 


sf. 
THEN SOMETHING HAPPENS. 
THE PUPPET MASTER AND HIS 


O 
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( L/S7TEN To me! } 


BELIEVE |N 
THIS FANTASY 2/ 


THEN A SECON TIME 
LINE. HISTORY RE-SHAPEP 
BY THE PUPPET MASTER. 


eo 8 ‘+ 


y| MORPRU ONCE AGAIN 
REIGNS SUPREME. 


AND MAYBE NOW HES THE ONLY 
ONE POWERFUL ENOUGH TO 
REMEMBER THE OTHER TIME 


ARE YOU SURE YOU CAN 00 IT2, ‘wil 


LOOK, I CAN'T GIVEYOU ANY } 1. 
aes \2 » GUARANTEES. TILL TRY 7 { 
WELL, UH., S = 


I CAN'T BELIEVE I'VE LET a 


MYGELF GET IN THIS DEEP! 
“Uf woe 


hee) 
Ton’ T SAY YES IF YOU CAN‘7. 
1 


< 
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I DON'T FEEL LIKE HANGING FROM THE 
HIGHEST TOWER IF YOU CAN‘T. 


IF THIS ONE GOES WRONG, 
_— ~~" 

JESUS. THEN MAKE SURE ~ 

YOU TRY DAMN HAR. 


WE ALL HANG TOGETHER: : 


GOL, BUT WOULON' Ti iT 1 BE 
Pil GREAT IF VIDAR WERE RIGHT. 


f YEAH, THAT'S 
, HIM, ALL RIGHT. 


I WISH I COULD HAVE 
THAT MAN'S FA/TH. 


F AW YES, RETURNING ¥ oth o I THINK 
( TOTHE PALACE, AS We'RE READY TO 
USUAL. N 


x 
FOGUS ON HER Now 


(YOU DON'T HONESTLY BELIEVE S ' 
KL YOU'RE GOING TO PULLTHISONE J] igi \ CAN TAP MORDRUS 
OFF, DO YOU? My ee HE'LL NEVER KNOW. 
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i 
“ IT'LL BEA 
SIMPLE MATTER TO 
RELAY WHAT HE KNOWS 
ABOUT THIS PUPPET- 
MASTER TO ME VIA 
MINCLINK. 


i” PROBABLY, DEAR 
HEART. PROBABLY. 


AFTER TOMISHT, WE 
COULD VERY WELL HAVE 
THE TOOLS TO OVERTHROW 
MORDRU. YA 


( COULD VERY WELL 
BE DEAL. 


THIS COULD GIVE US 
THE FINAL KEY PIECES 


\ 4 oe ce 

BUTHIMI}\ \ 

CAN USE. Mayne 
Pw 


BUT THE VIDAR Boy... 
MMMMM, THAT VICAR 
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YE6SSS. HIM I CAN 


ae Ss : e : Po _- <i eK 
VALUABLE EQUIPMENT LIKE - IT SEEMS THE REMOTE 2 AND IF WE DON'T FIND A 
THAT SPY GATTELITE DOESN'T My VETONATION DEVICES WERE OUT THE WHY, OUR CAREERS 
JUST BLOW ITSELF WP WITHOUT A. ACTIVATED-- BACKUP SAFETY OF SERVICE TO THE EMPEROR 
A GOOC EXPLANATION! PX SYSTEMS QVERRIOCEN. iR WILL COMETOA RATHER AG}, 
a Fei | a2 SUDDEN ENZ. j 
i : eee end 


YES, MY LIEGE. 
I'LL KEEPON IT. 


ITS NOT THE HOW 
WE NEE GROVENOR, 
ITS THE WHY. 


as 


f {THERES GOT TOBEA Cun 
Al IN WHAT THEY WERE MOW/TORING. 


Transmission 
Log: 
@ Satellite EN1 


FIRST WIFE'S 
EYES ONLY 


me 


N_\i a 
LET6 HAVE A LOOK AT WHAT 
AGENTS SAJ AND SHY IEP FO 


» ww 
ee Fe 


SO, WHO ELSE MIGHT BE 
CONNECTED IN SOME WAY.,.2 


THAT LITTLE TRAMP IS = 3 
UP TO SOMETHING! ss GOMETHING BIG... GOME- ] PR 
THING SHES WILLING TOKILL | BEEN WATCHING 

HER FORA 


aay 
Bie 
| FOR TO KEEPSECR REASON. 


F: 
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> { ALMOST MIDNIGHT. Sy 
ee Ere | SG ‘ 


Vig fase H : ‘ 


THE MINDLINK . 


THE EMPEROR WILL BE 
SLEEPING SOUNDLY BY NOW. 


wy ee A 
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Wy 
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THE RITUAL CLEANSING, THE 
| FASTING, COMPLETED. 
EVERYTHINGS READY. 


THE SILLY BOY. HE'D SIT 
it | THERE FOREVER TRYING 
TODOIT HIMSELF. 


Md NOW WE PLUNGE AHEAD, i 
NEVER TO LOOK BACK! 
MORDRU'S MINZ..SO 


COLD, .BLACK... 


MYGOP!ISO MUCH 
HATRED ! THE DRIVING 
f 


B THE VOID... THE EONS... 
BACK TO HIS YOUTH... 


\ 


j . BUT AROSE,,, ANESOME 
POWERS RETURNED! 
NOBODY COULD CHALLENGE,,, 


EXCEPT THE GREAT 
= MANIPULATOR... THE 
PUPPET MASTER.,,. 


R HES THEONE.,. 3 
BROUGHT THEM... d 
WARPED TIME 


75S Se : 

mae... THROLIGH THE TIMESTREAM.., 1 

Nal THE PUPPET-MASTER BROUGHT § 

HIM, THE PURLAN...1NTIOTHE  * 
3OTH CENTURY... 


BOSE 


= » 


... GEMWORLD,,. WICKED 
VILLAINY,.. STRUGGLE TO 3” 
CONQUER AMETHYST,,. = 


..DEFEAT...NO, NOY... 
BURIED ALIVES... 


HES THE ONE...BROUGHT 
THEM... MERCANTILE 
POWER OF THE DURLAN 
KNIGHT... 


NT... §| 
THE CRITICAL EXCHANGE! Chl 
Wh iW 


«CONSULT WITH 
YOUR WIFE... 


4 

/ 
y- oe 
y WHY ARE 


1 THE DURLAN KNIGHT 4 
BECOMES... 


FALLEN. ALL ELSE 
FOLLO WEG TO BLOCK 
MY RISE! 


; 
5. THE LINK.,.1TS 
BREAKING LF... 


ao 
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; set 2 S.C A 5 
Ba CURFEW PATROL. BIG THREAT. § B) NOT ABOLIT TO WASTE ENERGY THEY SURE PAY THE 
S A STATUE'D BE MORE EFFECTIVE. F WORRYING ABOUT THEM. ie PRICE FOR MYIDEALS. 
LIM! NY Wy 


= # HELL, WITH THAT CRAZY 
VIDAR, I'M GOING TO 
GOTTA SCROUNGE UP eg PAY THE PRICE. 
SOMETHING, OR THE a 4 
FAMILY DOESN'T EAT. iiiemimnss : 


eet . 


HOW DIDIGETMIXED UP 

WITH HIM? SURE, HE CAN 
AFFORP TO BELIEVE. ALL HE 
STANDS TO LOSE [6 HIS LIFE. NI 


ml A HUSBAND --A FATHER-- J. 
DS DOESN'T HAVE THATLUIXURY. | 
at - ~ 


MERCIFUL GOD. HE 


DIP \T. HE REALLY 
IP? IT. ANDREW NOLAN. 


> 


YOU GUARANTEE ) NOW LET ME SHOW HOW WE Ny 
RESULTS? 4 GET A COMPLETE RECORD OF 
EVERYTHING |N HER HEAD 


ARRANGEP A LITTLE 
DEMONSTRATION. 


HER NAME 
IS PRUDENCE, 
VERY POPLILAR 
ON EXETER 


ABSOLUTELY, 
MY LIEGE. 


QUITE A PLEASANT SENSATION, 
I'M TOLE. /F YOU CAN STAND THE 
SIGHT OF YOUROWN BODY 
DISSOLVING AWAY. 


INSTANTLY 
DISSOLVES. 
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vl Age he 
AWN 44 ‘tify ; 
= DA ae 


yy 4a - 
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OAuvese % 
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iM ON 
AS WE LOWER 

HER INTO THE R.N.A. 


BATH... 


-— ——— - | 
— —~—SSSBaw - 0 


NOW! OUR FILTERS 
IN THE BOTTOM OF THE 
POOL ARE COLLECTING 
THE ESSENCE OF 

HER MEMORY. 


{ BUT ALLOW ME TO 

IN A MATTER OF { ‘ TEST THIS DEVICE MYSELF 
MINUTES, I CAN DOWN- ON A MORE FORMICABLE 
LOAD IT ALL INTO YOUR é WOMAN... 


COMPUTER. — 
CERTAINLY, MY LIEGE! > 
—)} 


IT WOULD BE MY PLEASURE/ 


I'M GLORITH. FIRST WIFE TO 
EMPEROR MORORU. 


DEFINITELY 
COMING 
AROUND,,, 4 


«POOR SWEET 
BOY,,, MUST FEEL 


> AND THE ONE WHO 
SAVED YOU FROM FRYING WHEN 
THAT LIGHTNING BOLT STRUCK. 


AFTER ALL, WHEN MORDRL 
AWAKENS AT DAWN, HE WILL KNOW J} 
HIS MINP’ HAS BEEN VIOLATED. - 


YOU KNOW, YOU'RE 
AND BY WHOM. 


SIMPLY 700 FASCINATING 
AMAN TOLOSE THAT 


EASY NOW, 
HONEY. YOU'LL NEED 
TO SAVE YOUR ENERGY. 


YOU SEE, I HAVE Va 

THIS FEELING WE |i 
REALLY WILL BE CAN BE OF MUTUAL Fanaa 
ROASTED THIS SERVICE, YOU 


I THINK 
ITS TIME WE 
HAC A MICE 

LONG CHAT. 


CHOOSE 10 SAVE 
> IT AGAIN. é 


beeen SIR, I'M AFRAIP I CAN'T ACCEPT 
|| THE LADY mysa ts : THAT, HOFFER. 
WL NOWHERE TO BE ; 


SKIFF? YES, YES." 
RIGHT AWAY, SIR. 


HOLD ON. FORGET 
THE PALACE. 


A I MUST HAVE THE 
ANSWERS BY DAWN, 
WHEN MORDRU WAKES 


~, ~ ; fence us ye . 
I'LL TEAR THE PALACE APART |\\\$ \ : & i, 4 WHERE HAS MYGA BEEN 
PIECE BY PIECE JO FIND THE 4 3 ees - . RUNNING TOEVERSINCE WE | 
WENCH, IF I HAVE TO. \ <I] PUT HER LINDER SURVEILLANCE? 


: ey y Fa 


DRIVER! NEW | 


WT AND QUICKLY. THE SUN}? 
: Z RISES IN ONE HOUR. 


WHOA! THATS A CLASS ZT 
SKIFF. ONE OF MORDRUS 
DIGNITARIES. 


UH-OH. HEADED 
FOR HOLY CROSS. 


Pais 
o 4 
STUPID MY6A-- MUST BE 
| BACK AT THE CATHEDRAL! 


7 
Vite 


: eis : MZ, : 
COULDN'T'VE SPOTTE CaP 7 . : 
ME, THOUGH... Wala ee 
= 4 : FINISHEC! 


I JUST CAN'T RUN OFF AND 
LET ANOTHER ONE WIE/ 


= JACQUES... DOUGLAG,.,, 
BUT I CAN'T WORRY 
sleep | FOKMOOR, ,, AND NOW... 


eds 


NZ HAVE TO THINK ABOUT 
} MY FAMILY. THERES GOT 
TOBEASAFEPLACETORUN. & 


SS 

y 

— - 
PRAY FOR NG 


NOW ANP AT THE 
HOUR OFOUR DEATH, 


BUT I CANDO IT, RON. ITS 
i 10 MY DESTINY TO CONT. 
LISTEN TO ME, VIDAR. YOU'VE 
i GOT NO CHOICE. YOUNEEDP 
TO CREATE ANOTHER DARK 
| FORCE. THE PUPPETMASTER 
ES) MUST BE REPLACED To 
Hl RESTORE THAT BALANCE. 
Lf ri 
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T WILL HAVE THAT POWER. ‘ 


/ ‘(2 WILL BECOME THAT FORCE. 
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a ; : 
THE COST IS JUST 770 GREAT. Vai 


py — eSix 
== = bee oak 


NO MATTER WHAT IT Costs? 


Wy) 


BUT THERES NO OIMER WAY. 
aS 


THE SPELLISBRUTAL.) 
_.| PRIMITIVE. r 


=: * S 


VA GLORITH KNEW SHE COULDN'T / = 

J ALMOST FEEL SORRY FORHER. $ Tl SONOWALL OUR FATES 

Te BACK OUT. SHEG IN JUST AS WB OARE IN HER HANDS. 
ees DEEP AS WE ARE. | < 


IK\ 


PMS 


EVERYTHING |S |N HER HANDS \S 


SHEER INSANITY. 


. = ae as aoe 
= ' PERHAPS NOLAN WAS }_ 1 WHAT EVER MADE ME SO 
+ ua ae RIGHT. MAYBE THIS /S |p CONFICENT 2 
ZT ((( J 
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OK 
VAY 


WHAT IF I WAS WRONG2 
AS 


i > 7 


THE LEGENDS, THE MYTHS... | 
|\} THEY ALL MESHED WITH 
: : JM MORDRUS DREAMG,,, e 
e \ f.—>-2 WHOS To SAY HE HASN'T 
NF jar MADE ALL OF THISUP, 
A) oo JUST TO TOY WITH US. 


VY ‘al SN 


\ | Bess 
> 7 -. | ~~ . ce G5 SSE 4 | eee Teli 
) THIS IG PROBABLY AIS GAME... Hi i f AVE MERCYON USALL. 


5 Hh | Ae 


7+ PLEASE... | joe ° s- IF THE NEW ORDER IS TO BE 
oN : CREATED, THE FIT MUST BE 
s : 


ome PRECISE. 


EVERY SYMBOL, EVERY PIECE, 
MUST BE PUT BACK IN 
PLEASE LET HER 
DO ITRIGAT. EXACTLY THE PROPER PLACE,,, 


4 


Y THE LEGENDARY SOURCE OF THE DAXAMITE STRENGTH (i AND FINALLY, THE FINANCIER 
> MUST BE RESTORE. ! MUST BE PEL/IVEREL. 


| : }- I'VE BEEN 
WISE OF YOU PREPARING MYSEL 
NOT TO RESIST. FOR THIS MOMENT. 


MANY OF THE ORIGINAL PIECES-- — ry - 
GONE WITH THE PUPPET - MASTER, SO WE MAKE OUR OWN. \\ ANP? PRAY THEY SERVE 
LOST WHEN HE WAS DESTROYER, = | THEIR PURPOSE. 


Soy d NEARLY DAWN. } 
, 7 RY 
- Bas ee 2 
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UNTIL SHE REALIZES HER LIFE 


IS GLOWLY FLOWING AWAY, AND | 


THAT IT'S PART OF THE SPELL. 


1 
1 


VIPAR!,.. 
VIAR,,, YOU J+ 
BASTARP! }. 
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MES SHE'LL EXPECT THE POWER 
B10 COME TOHER IMMEDIATELY. Yi 


—_ +e * 
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DAMMIT, 
NOW... 


FOR BETTER OR WORSE, ‘ 
SHES PERFORMED THE | > ® 

‘ RITUAL BY NOW. F 
a eg. 


: = 
5 toe Lire 
af a : 
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A 
SHE EXPECTED THE POWER TO 
SPARE HER THE AGOWY. 
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"TD LIKE TO CONSULT | 
WITH YOUR WIFE ON 
THE LOBO PROBLEM. 
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